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An evaluation of educational designs by students:
Suggestions for individual optimal learning

Mika Nakano (Center for Liberal Arts)
Abstract

For more than a decade, educators in higher education have been expected to become the designers of classes, courses, and
curriculums in Japan in order to respond to social changes. However, there has been limited research on how to evaluate
effective designs, without merely using average values. Thus, the present study examines a sample of student evaluations
regarding the design of the subject “Psychology for Communication” and explores the tendencies of students to support
individual optimal learning. For this purpose, a questionnaire survey was administered to 142 students after the final class.
Using factor analysis, we divided the students into two groups according to scoring tendency: the learning-environmental
oriented group and the content-understanding oriented (CUo) group. Further qualitative analysis revealed a clear indication of
“relevancy” in the high CUo group regarding what they had learned in the class. This suggests the importance of dividing

students into groups when testing the efficacy of educational designs.

Key words: educational design, effect, factor analysis, Learning environment, Individual Optimal Learning
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The 2022 global project-based learning (gPBL) program at King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang

Kei Eguchi (Department of Information Electronics)
Baorong Ni (Department of Information Electronics)
Yuji Matsuki (Department of Information Electronics)

Abstract

In this paper, we report the 2022 global project-based learning (gPBL) program which was held at King Mongkut’s Institute
of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL) Thailand on August 18-26, 2022. In this gPBL program, 7 FIT students, 10 KMITL
students and 4 UiTM (Universiti Teknologi MARA) students participated the project: “Design of a line follower robot and its
function extension”. To evaluate this gPBL program, we conducted a questionnaire survey for FIT students who completed the
gPBL program. As a result of the questionnaire survey, it was found that this gPBL program has a great influence on students'

motivation to learn. Also, all of them gave positive answers about the effect of this program.

Key words: Global project-based learning, Problem solving learning, Short-term studying abroad, Team making
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Changes in mindset among undergraduate students
after attending an information session on graduate school

Tadayuki Akagi (Department of Life, Environment and Applied Chemistry)
Abstract
In the first semester of 2022, the author delivered a lecture titled “Recommendations for Graduate School” with the aim of
encouraging students to pursue further studies. This lecture had a positive impact on the students’ mindset, as evidenced by a
subsequent survey that showed an increase in their interest. In the fall of 2022, an information session on graduate school for

parents was conducted both in-person and online, and it received positive feedback from the participants.

Key words: Graduate School, Mindset Changes, Information Session
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A Report of the Online Overseas Study Program
- Possibility of Rubric Assessment in Virtual ECO-STEP Program —

KATAOKA Masayo (Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies)
TACHIBANA Yusuke (Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies)
FUJII Yoji (Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies)

Abstract

This paper focuses on an online study abroad program and discusses its educational effectiveness. The measurement of

educational effectiveness using rubrics will be addressed. In addition, an attempt to assess students’ competencies will be

presented.

Key words: Overseas Study Program, Educational effectiveness, Rubric.
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Teaching Practices for Nurturing Learners’ Autonomous Learning Attitudes

Maiko Tsuchiya (Center for Liberal Arts)
Hiroko Harada (Center for Liberal Arts)
Kenji Narazaki (Center for Liberal Arts)
Mika Nakano (Center for Liberal Arts)

Abstract

Under the university-wide Faculty Development policies for 2022, our university's Center for Liberal Arts conducted original

workshops three times during the 2022-23 academic year. Three teachers gave presentations about what they did

in the classroom to nurture learners’ autonomous learning attitudes. The topics covered how to raise learners’ motivation,

practical ways to set up assignments, and how to increase students’ ownership in learning. In each workshop, participants

exchanged opinions on what teachers can or should do to facilitate learners' autonomy, and this provided the participants with

new insights toward teaching.

Key words: Autonomous learning, Faculty development, Liberal Arts
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